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E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, GE, US 

SUBJECT: MAY 24 PRESS BRIEFING: US-GDR RELATIONS 

1 . HERE FOLLOWS VERBATIM TEXT OF TRANSCRIPT OF THAT PART 
OF THE MAY 24 DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING REGARDING GDR 
MOVES TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THE US: 

BEGIN TEXT: 
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Q: HAVE YOU ANY STATEMENT OR COMMENT ABOUT THIS STORY IN 
TODAY'S WASHINGTON POST, REPORTING THAT EAST GERMAN NEWS, 
REPORTINGS FROM NEWS STORY - IMPROVED U.S. TIES - WHICH 
WAS CONFIRMED THIS MORNING BY THE EAST GERMAN EMBASSY? 

A: THE REPORT IN THE PAPER, THE POST, IS ESSENTIALLY 
CORRECT. 
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THE GDR RECENTLY PROPOSED A NUMBER OF STEPS FOR EXPANDING 
RELATIONS, AND WE ARE STUDYING THESE CAREFULLY. MOST OF 
THESE PROPOSALS HAVE BEEN MADE BEFORE, AND THE GDR HAS 
INCLUDED THESE IN THEIR LATEST NOTE. 

WE WILL BE DISCUSSING THESE PROPOSALS WITH THE GDR ON A 
SYSEMATIC BASIS. 

Q: WHAT CONCLUSION DO YOU DRAW FROM THE FACT THAT THEY 
HAVE MADE THESE PROPOSALS? 

A: WELL WE DON'T DRAW ANY PARTICULAR CONCLUSIONS FROM IT. 
WE ARE SIMPLY STUDYING IT. 

Q: WELL YOU SHOULD - 

Q: PARDON ME, PLEASE; DO YOU HAVE THERE ANY BACKGROUND 
ON - 

AS I REMEMBER IT. WHEN WE FIRST ESTABLISHED DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH EAST GERMANY THAT ONE OF THE MAIN QUESTIONS 
WAS THE REPARATIONS OF JEWS WHO HAD PROPERTY TAKEN 
FROM THEM. HAS THAT QUESTION BEEN SETTLED, OR IS THAT - 

A: WHEN WE ESTABLISHED RELATIONS WITH THE GDR WE MADE 
IT CLEAR THAT THREE OF OUR PRINCIPAL INTERESTS WERE: 

SETTLING HUMANITARIAN CASES. REACHING AGREEMENT ON A 
CONSULAR CONVENTION. AND SETTLING CLAIMS. 
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NOW, WITHIN THE HUMANITARIAN CASE FRAMEWORK I WOULD ASSUME 
THAT THE QUESTION YOU RAISED WOULD PROPERLY FIT. 

Q: NO. INTO THE CLAIMS, I THINK, IS - 

A: WELL, NOW, WHAT WAS YOUR QUESTION AGAIN THEN? 

Q: THE CLAIMS QUESTION ESSENTIALLY IS STILL PENDING? 

A: YES, THT ONE IS STILL PENDING. THE GDR HAS ADDRESSED 
ITSELF TO ONE OF THESE THREE IN THIS PARTICULAR 
INITIATIVE. 

Q: HODDING, THE REPORT IN THE POST SAID THAT AMONG THE 
PROPOSALS WAS IMPROVED CONTACT AND FACILITIES FOR 
JOURNALISTS. WAS THAT A PROPOSAL WHICH THEY INITIATED? 

A: I BELIEVE THAT IT IS. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Q: DO YOU CONNECT THEIR WILLINGNESS TO DISCUSS THESE 
THINGS NOW WITH THE - EITHER THE HELSINKI TREATY OR 
WITH THE ADMINISTRATION'S HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY? 

A: I DON'T THINK AT THIS POINT WE'RE PREPARED TO MAKE 
CONNECTIONS. WE IUST NOW HAVE GOTTEN THESE PROPOSALS. 

Q: HODDING, YOU SAID THAT SOME OF THESE PROPOSALS HAD 
BEEN MADE BEFORE. COULD YOU CLARIFY THE TIMING ON THIS? 

A: YES. THE GDR HAS MADE A NUMBER OF THEM. I DON'T HAVE 
A CLARIFICATION ON WHEN THEY MADE WHAT SPECIFICALLY. 

Q: SOME OF THESE ARE A REPETITION OF PREVIOUS, IS THAT 
WHAT YOU'RE SAYING? 
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A: YES. 


Q: COULD THAT CHRONOLOGY BE CLARIFIED? 

A: I'LL TRY TO GET THAT. 

Q: HODDING, RATHER THAN SAY THAT THE WHOLE STORY IS 
ESSENTIALLY CORRECT, COULD YOU TELL US, ON BEHALF OF THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, WHAT THE SITUATION IS? 

A: I'M SORRY. I THOUGHT THAT WHAT I SAID IS THAT THEY 
HAD MADE, PROPOSED A NUMBER - 

Q: YOU SAID ESSENTIALLY CORRECT, WHICH MEANS THERE MAY 
BE PARTS OF IT THAT ARE OVERDONE OR NOT CORRECT OR WHAT- 
EVER. SO WHY DON'T YOU TELL US WHAT YOU SEE THE SITUATION 
IS? 

A: YES, I THINK HERE THAT THE THRUST OF THE STORY IS 
CORRECT IN THAT THEY HAVE MADE A PACKAGE OF PROPOSALS 
WHICH WOULD LEAD TOWARD EXPANDING RELATIONS, THAT THESE 
BASICALLY GO TO THE QUESTION OF FAMILY REUNIFICATION, 

AND THAT THIS, WE THINK, IS A MAJOR STEP TOWARD ACCOMMO- 
DATING OUR CONCERN ABOUT THIS PARTICULAR ISSUE, REITERAT- 
ING, OF COURSE, THAT THE CONSULAR AND CLAIMS ISSUES ARE 
NOT ADDRESSED IN THIS PACKAGE. 

Q: WELL, THAT STORY GOES ON TO MAKE A FURTHER POINT 
THAT THE EAST GERMANS APPARENTLY ARE DOING IT IN PREPARA- 
TION FOR THE HELSINKI FOLLOWUP CONFERENCE. IS THAT PART 
OF IT ALSO CORRECT? 
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A: WELL, AGAIN, THAT'S A SPECULATION RAISED IN THE STORY. 
I DIDN'T SEE IN THAT STORY AN EAST GERMAN SOURCE SAYING, 
"THIS IS WHY WE'RE DOING IT," AND I'M NOT PREPARED AT 
THIS POINT TO SPECULATE ALONG THOSE LINES. 
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Q: THE STORY ALSO QUOTES AN UNNAMED SOURCE IN THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT WHO CHARACTERIZED THE EAST GERMAN MOVE AS A 
GIANT STEP. WOULD YOU AGREE WITH THAT CHARACTERIZATION? 

A: I THINK I SAID THIS BEFORE, BUT THERE ARE SOME 20,000 
PEOPLE THAT WORK FOR THIS DEPARTMENT, AND I SIMPLY CAN T 

RESPOND EACH TIME SOMEBODY FINDS SOMEBODY IN SOME HALLWAY 
TO SAY SOMETHING WITHOUT A SOURCE, A NAME, ATTRIBUTED. 

Q: HODDING, DO YOU HAVE ANY - CAN I CHANGE THE SUBJECT? 

A: SURE. PREFERABLE. 

Q: I HAVE ONE MORE QUESTION ON IT. WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY 
DISCUSSIONS ON A SYSTEMATIC BASIS? ARE THERE MEETINGS 
SET UP? 

A: THAT I DON’T HAVE AS SOMETHING BEING SET UP, BUT I 
BELIEVE THAT THIS OBVIOUSLY IMPLIES THAT WE WILL BE HAVING 
A MORE, RATHER THAN LESS, FORMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH THEM 
ON WHAT THEY PROPOSED. 

Q: IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THIS ADMINISTRATION IS TRYING TO 
IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH CUBA, VIET NAM, AND EAST GERMANY. 

ALL ARE COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. WHAT IS YOUR POSITION, THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT'S POSITION, ON NORTH KOREA? 

A: I'M GOING TO HAVE TO TAKE THAT BECAUSE I DON'T HAVE 
IT IN FRONT OF ME, AND I'M NOT PREPARED TO TRY TO WING 
IT ON THAT. I'LL BE GLAD TO TAKE IT TO GET AN ANSWER 
TO THAT. 

Q: REFERRING TO THE CONSULAR AGREEMENT THAT IS MENTIONED 
HERE, WOULD THE UNITED STATES SIGN AN AGREEMENT IF BERLIN, 
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WHICH IS THE CAPITAL OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, 
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WERE INCLUDED IN THIS AGREEMENT? 

A: EXCUSE ME, IN WHAT AGREEMENT? 

Q: IN THIS CONSULAR AGREEMENT. 

A: WELL-- 

Q: YOU KNOW, BERLIN AS A WHOLE IS UNDER THE FOUR-POWER 
ADMINISTRATION. 


A: YES. 


Q: AND THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE GDR IS THAT EAST BERLIN 
IS PART OF BERLIN, IT'S THE CAPITAL OF THIS COUNTRY, AND 
IT MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE CONSULAR AGREEMENT. 

A: OUR POSITION ON THIS IS UNCHANGED, AND I'M NOT PRE- 
PARED TO GO BEYOND THAT. VANCE 
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